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British and French Forccs
Continue to Make Good

Progress.
MORE TRENCHES RAIDED

BY TROOPS UNDER HAIG

Canadian Infantry Carries Out
Daring Operations Against

Enemy at Ypres.
IUSRIANS CAIN NKW fiROUXD

Again Meet Knemy Forces in HunU-
to-Ilnnd CoinbutH at Vnrl-

«ms Points.

The British an<l French forecs fight¬
ing against the Ocrnmnp In th<' ifommo
region of France have again launched
vlolftnt attacks and made good prog-
reha, whOe tho Russians, in Vnlhynla,
In tho region of tho Stokhod River,j
have forccrd the Germans to Rive fur-
th<>r ground before their advance. "*

To tho north of tho Somrne trenches!
between hill 139 and tho river near
Hardecourt have been captured by the
French on a depth from 300 to S00
meters, and in addition the French j
have pressed forward to the outskirts
of the village of Maur»;pas, east of
Hardecourt, and also raptured posi-
tions north of Hum. which lien to tho:
south of Maurepas, and held tliem
aguin.«t violent German counterattacks.

Driving with tho* French on th^ir
right flank from Oelvllle wood to the
Somme. the British made an advance1
on the entlr»» line and al«o made fur¬
ther progress east <>f Waterlot f.irtn,
Tront-s wood and Malt/.orn farm,
fA VIDIANS RAID TitK Vt'll KS

VOItTII OI- VI'RBS
To the north, around Ypros, the Ca¬

nadians raided German trenches, while
."he Royal Munster Fusiliers on the
I'.oos salient carried out a similar opera¬
tion The Germans raided a front line
British trench hear the Mohenzollern
redoubt,, but later wen- driven tin-'k.

In the fighting between the German,"
and ?h< Russians in Volhynia the men
at various points again met in hand-to-
hand combat?. Berlin pays that the
withdrawal from the Stokhod curve
had been contemplated for some time,
c.vd was made without interruption
fiom the Russians

In reported Russian advance? near

Brody, hoth Berlin and Vienna
that the Teutonic allies repulsed all
attacks.
Rome reports .*» gain .if grou-.d for

' the Italians against the Austrian* In,
»h» Tonezv.a plateau north of Monte:
("irrone and In the Tofano region.
The Turks have been driven out from

H ,:,*rirs of strong positions by the Rus-
fians operating toward Sivas and near

Kharput, according to Petrograd.

rilKVCII CAPTI III' TIIF.V C HIOS
IV SO.M.MI-: ItKfJIOV

s
PARIS, July 30 (via T.ondon. July 31.)

.The French In the Somme region near i
Hardecourt h$ve captured German
trenches between Hardecourt and hill
139. on a depth varying from 300 to
ROrt meters, according to the official
communication issued this evening.
Gains also were made by the French

near the village of Maurepa.s and Ham.
which were held against powerful Ger¬
man counterattacks.
Tho official statement of to-day fol-

* lows:
"In the region of Ohnulnes we dis-

persed an cnomy reconnaissance to tho
south of Llhons.

v, "On the. right bank of the Mouse,
German attacks directed against a re¬

doubt In the ravine south of Fleury
were repulsed. A bombardment con¬

tinued throughout the region of Fleury,
Vaux and the Fumin wood.
"The night was calm on the rest

of the front.
"Yesterday our machines engaged in

eleven lights on the Somme front.
Three German machines were brought
down and a fourth machine, attacked
l>y one. of our aeroplanes, was dashed

' to pieces within the German lines on

the Argon no. It is continued that one

of tho German machines previously
reported as having been seriously dam¬
aged on the Somme front was, in fact,
brought down by Second Lieutenant
Guynemer. This brought the number
of German aeroplanes this oflleer has
driven down to eleven.

"In tho course of Saturday night
forty bombs of 120 kilograms each
were dropped on enemy railway sta¬

tions in the Noyon district.
"This morning f^ie of our bombing

squadrons dropped several heavy bombs
on the railway station mid military
establishments at Muelhemi, on the
right bank of the It hi no."
To-night's statement says:
"North of tho Somme tho day was

marked by a series of desperate ac¬

tions. On the front between hill 139,
northeast of Hardecourt, and the river,
<.;:r troops, passing to the attack, cap¬
tured this morning a whole system of
enemy trenches to a depth varying
from 300 to 800 meters. We reached
III? outskirts of tho village of Mau¬
ri pas.
"We hold tho wood north 'if Ham sta¬

tion and ilie quarry north of this wood
and Munacue farm.

"In tho afternoon the Germans de¬
livered powerful counterattacks, par¬
ticularly in tho region of Monacue farm,
where tho fighting was particularly
violent. Everywhere ottr fire shattered
the enemy's efforts and inflicted heavy
losses on him. We. have retained tho
whole of tho conquered ground ajid
taken more than 200 prisoners.
"On tho right bank of the .Mouse we

repulsed a German attack directed at
otir positions west or Thiaumont work.
There has been an Intense bombard-

7Continuo(T~on~Third~Paije.)

H. G. PADGETT DROWNS

Member of Virginia Boat Club In
SirJrken Wlillo in Swim-

tiling.
BODY RKCOVERKI) I1Y RIVICRS

Was Connected With R.t F. A I*.
Railroad.Had fiouo Down River
in Roat Club Cauoe With Charles
R. Seay.
Stricken suddenly while swimming in

eight feet of water, with what was
(ilHtrrioHP'5 by physicians as an affec-
tlon of the heart, Harry f}. Padgett,
twenty-three years old, of *513 Thlrty-
fourth Stieet, was drowned yesterday
morning in the James River about
four miles from Richmond, a short dis¬
tance this side of Warwick Park. The
body was recovered within thirty min¬
utes after the yourn; man sank, but
heroic efforts at resuscitation failed to
bring bark life.
Accompanied Vy Charles jt Scav.

who lives at "IS rimti Avenue, near
Stop -2 on the <;intor I'ark street car
line. Pa/lg«'tt left shortly after S o'clock
yesterday morning from the landing
at the Vireinia 11 oat <'luh for a canoe
trip down the river. Both young men
were members of th«> club.

Th<> f-nnoeists beached their craft on
the shore at a point about four miles
down the river, and, doniilnp bathing
suits, went into the water for a ool-
Injr swim. Padgett was the poorer
swimmer of the two. and kept closer'
to the shore. At about 10:3'' o'clock,
Seay, who ha/1 swain to the midd:<
of the river and had turned around for
the swim back, saw Padpett a short
distance from the shore strupplintr in
the water and apparently in preat dis¬
tress. Before he had swum ten feet
towards him, Padirett r»k fm the
last time.
( ItIKS ATTHAf T I'Vlt'l^

OX At IIT .)A' K Vl>\
Seay soon reached the spot where

his friend sank and becan divintt Ills
cries for help attracted the notice of
tiie yacht Jack Ada, in which were
former Policeman Frank ii. Welsh,
Oscar McOauley and it. F. Elder, the
owner. Welsh, who is now employed
by the city as a professional diver at¬
tached to the cltv tup Thomas Ciin-
ningham, Sr., removed his shoes and
outer clothing and went overboard.
Twice lie dove without success. The
third time, his propinp hands found the
body, and lie broucht it to the sur¬

face.
By that time County Officer A. P.

Tyler had arrived on the scene. The
party began immediately strenuous re-

vlval treatment, rolllnp the body on

the ground nnd alternately raising and
depressing the chest to induce respira¬
tion. There appeared to be no water,
at all In the lungs. Coroner J. H.
Ragland was soon on the scene and
made an examination. He pronounced
Padgett dead, and the body was taken
on hoard the yacht and brought to'
Richmond. It was Pr. Ragland's be-
lie? that heart failure was the im-
mediate cause of death.
WAS KMPLOVEI) I1V It.. F. P.

HA ll.UOAD OFFICES
Padgett was employed In the freight

offices of the Richmond, Fredericks¬
burg and Potomac Railroad Company
at Hancock and Broad Streets. Seay,
who is twenty-three years oW, wasl
employed In the same office. Both had
been warm friends and had left the
city early in the morning to spend the
day on the river.

Officers of the Virginia Boat Club
learned of the accident early In the
afternoon, and went down to the Old
Dominion Wharf to verify the report
that one of the members had been
drowned. Neither Padgett nor Seay
were members of any of the crews. It
was stated by officers of the club that
this was the first drowning among Its
membership in Its history of forty]
years.
Diver Welsh, who recovered th* body.

is well known as a former member of
tlv* Second Precinct police force. In
his river work he has personally re¬

covered the bodies of seven men and
one woman. Padgett was the eiphtb
victim whose body the diver brought
op from the river bod.

SAILING UP POTOMAC
I'ronSflonl iiimI ,M pm. W ilson, on llonrrt

Mnyllowor, Will Uenoli Capital
Tlil* .Moraltip.

»iL»D POINT, VA., July :to..The naval
yacht .Mayflower, with President and
Mrs. Wilson on hoard, left Hampton
Roads at* noon to-day to complete her
week-end cruise by a leisurely trip up
tho Potomac to Washington. Sho is
expected to reach the capital early to¬
morrow.

All forenoon site lay at anchor off
Old Point, but the presidential party
did not come ashore.
I.aunches constantly circled around

t lie yacht during I ho morning, and a
crowd lined the Old Point dock in the
hope of catching a glimpse of tho
President. The armored cruiser North
Carolina, assigned to neutrality duty
outside tho capes, remained anchored
near-by, and when the Mayflower
steamed past her. the crews of both
vessels manned the rails 15y direction
of the President, however, no other
honor was accorded him by tho cruiser,
nnd there was^ftSSff&Vdo from Fortress
Monroe, '

STERN PROTEST I
i GOES 10 BRITAIN |

ON BLACK LIST
Warned of Many Serious

Consequences Involved
in Act.

STATES POSITION OF U. S.
"IN GRAVEST TERMS"

Manifestly Out of Question That
This Government Should Ac¬

quiesce in Such Methods.

KENT TO I\w;k KOK DELIVERY

A tucricmi .Vote Even More Positive
in Terms Than Indicated

»>.V Onieials.

U A.SJIl.SVJTf.X, July 30..<Jreat Brit- j
aitit is warned, In American nous;
ft protest against the Mack list, made!

| public to-night hy the state Depart-

J merit, or the "many uerlous conse-
fjnenceH to neutral and neutral
relations which such an act must neces-

sarily Involve."

| Already In the hands of the British
foreign Office, the note declares "In
the gravest terms" that It Is "manifest-
ly out of the question that the govern¬
ment of the United States should nc-
quiesco in such mchods." and that the
' nited States regards the bhwk list
as "inevitably and essentially incon¬
sistent with the rights ..f all the citi¬
zens of all the nations not involved
In the war." It reminds the llrltlsh
government that "citizens of the United
States am entirely w thin their rights
In attempting to v. i»h the people
or the governments i,T. anv of the na¬
tions now at war, subject only to well-
defined international practices and un¬
derstandings which the government of
the I "nited States seems the govern-
ment of Oreat Britain to have too
lightly and frequently disregarded."
The American note is even more posl.

tive in its terms than officials.have
Intimated. Ambassador Page was in¬
structed by Acting Secretary Polk to
deliver it formally and textuallv. it
follows:
"The announcement that His Britan¬

nic Majesty's government has placed
the names of certain persons, firms,1
and corporations In the United States!
.iprtn h prescriptive -blnck list' and has'
forbidden all financial or commercial
dealings between them and citizens of
'.roat Britain has been received with
the most painful surprise by the peo¬
ple and government of the United
States, and seems to the government
of the United States to embody a policy
of arbitrary interference with neu¬
tral trade against which it is its duty
to protest in the most decided terms.
SI'OI'K AMI KKKECT

I'OMCV KXTH A <1 It 111 .VATI V
"The scope and effect of the policy

are extraordinary. British steamship
companies will not accept cargoes'
from the proscribed firms or persons.
or transport their goods to any port,,
and steamship line* under neutral
ownership understand that if they ac¬
cept freight from them they are likely!
to be denied coal at British ports and
excluded from other privileges which
they have usually enjoyed, and may!
themselves be put upon the black list.
Neutral bankers refuse loans to those
on the list and neutral merchants de-:
cllne to contract for their goods, fear-
Ing n like proscription. It appears that
British officials regard the prohibl-
tions of tho black list as applicable
to domestic commercial transactions
in foreign countries as well as In
Oreat Britain and her dependencies, 1

for Americans doing business In for-
eign countries have been put on notice
that their dealings with blacklisted
firms arc to be regarded as subject to
veto by the British government. By
the same principle Americans in the
United States might be made subject]
to similar punitive action if they wer»!
found dealing with any of their own

/countrymen whose names had thus
been listed.
"The harsh and even disastrous ef-

fects of this policy upon tho trade of.
the United States and upon the neu-j
tral rights upon which it will not fail
to insist are obvious. Upon the list
of those proscribed and in effect sliur
out'from the general commerce of the'
world may be found American con-!
corns which are engaged in large com-
merclal operations as importers of for-
clcrn products and materials and as
distributors of American products and
manufactures to foreign countries and
which constitute important channels'
through which American trade reaches
the outside world. Their foreign affil¬
iations may have been fostered for
many years, and when once broken
cannot easily or promptly be re-estah-
lished. oilier concerns may l»o' put!
upon the list at any time and without!
notice. It is understood that additions'
to the proscription may he made 'when-
ever on account of enemy nationality or
enemy association of such persons or!
bodies of persons it appears lo IBs
Majesty expedient to do so.' The pos¬
sibilities of undeserved injury lo
American citizens from such measures,
arbitrarily taken, and of serious and
Incalculable Interruptions of American
trade are without limit.
rcsMK.vriAi.i.v f.vrowsisTi:vr

with itir.HTs ok .mouthai>s
"It has been stated on behalf of lij«

Majesty's government that these meas¬
ures were aimed only at the enemies
of <;reat Britain, and would be adopted
and enforced with strict regard to the!
nghts of neutrals, and with the least
possible detriment to neutral trade, but!
It Is evident that they are inevitably
and essentially inconsistent with tho
rights of the cltlsens of all tho nations

(Continued"'oiT~TliIrd~ra si7.)

SHOCK OF EXPLOSIONS
IS FELT IN FIVE STATES

frontf'Ts^r'^^
¦.

CM/A WILL ENTER
MCE FOR PRESIDENCY

To Hrtirc* as First Chief of Do Facto
Government at I'arl.v

Data.

K.VPKCTKl) HV WASHINGTON

Will Not .Moan Any Actual CLiniipo
in Directing Authority of Nation's
Affairs.American Troops Fired
On by Bandits.

LAKBPO, TEX.. July 3''..Vonustiano
Carranza is to re/ire as first chief
of tho de facto government of Mexico
at an early date and will be succeeded
by General Pablo Gonzales, according
to information given out by Mexican
administrative circles in Xucvo I^a-
rerlo to-night.
General Carranza will enter the field

as a presidential candidate at tho
forthcoming elections, it was said to¬

day, apparently confirming recent un¬

official advices from Mexico City,
which intimated that the. first chief
would soak elevation to the presi¬
dency.
The conference of Mexican generals

with Carranza soon to be held in Mexi¬
co Ciiy, according to these advices, will
arrange for the retirement of the first
chief. This conference was said to
have been summoned to prevent pos¬
sible friction in military circles over
the proposed transfer of power.
While no date has been set for the

conference, .several lil^ii officers of
tho do facto government military forces
have left the border within- the last
few days with the announced inten¬
tion of proceeding to Mexiro «'ity to
confer with General < "a rr.i it/.a.

U ASHIVtiTllV KVI'lll TKI»
Itt MOItr.l) It KTI It KMKNT

W ASI11 XGT<">X, July 3i>..The report¬
ed intention of General Carranza to
retire as first chief, so that ho may
become a candidate for the presidency
conforms to the expectations of offi¬
cials here, who have understood he
would follow that course as soon as
conditions in Mexico warranted the
holding of a national election.
Such a retirement it is expi-cted,

would be merely nominal and would
not mean any aetu il rlianue in the di¬
recting authority of the Mexico City
government. I'ndcr the Mexican con¬
stitution General t'.irranza would be
ineligible as a presidential candidate
unless he relinquished his military po¬
sition.

SKYKitvi. Miters i:\rii \\«;i:i>
WITII M i:\If.\N HA XI) ITS

UnOWNSVllXIJ, TK.V. July 30 .
Several shots were exchanged last
.tight between outposts and guards at
the camp of the lrlrst Illinois <'.«valry
and supposed Mexican bandits, who
apparently «...!... a t tempt nig to raid
picket lines or cavalry horses. So fai¬
ns is known there were no casualties
on either side. The shooting took
place two and one-half miles north
of Brownsville.

[FOREST FIRES IN CflNAOA
! TAKE TOLL OF 200 LIVES
Severn I Small Town* Wiped Out by

l'laines That Have lieen linking
for Forty-Flight Hours.

MANY or IXJI'KKl) MAY DIM:
Residents of One llairdet I,inner Too

liOiif; and AValls of Fire Cut OIV
lOscape."Refugees Pouring Into
Larger Towns.

EXOLEHART, ONT., July 30.. Forest
tires raging In Northern Onturio arc

believer] to have resulted in the loss
of from 150 to 200 lives. Scores of
persons have been injured, and It is
feared many of them may die.

Several small towns have been wiped
out. by flames that have been raging
for forty-eight hours. Reports thus
far received show that fifty-seven
perished at Nushka, a French-Canadian
settlement, and thirty-four at Mathe-
son. Cochrane has eighteen dead and

j thirty-four Injured; Iroquois I'alls, flf-
teen dead and many injured, and
Ram ore, fifteen dead. The number
killed at Porcupine Junction is not
Known, but the entire town was de-I
stroyed, except the railroad station.
The death list will be materially in- I

creased, it is feared, by victims in out -

lying districts. There ate apparently
J well-authenticated reports that many!
persons have been killed. One farmer
and his ten children are known 'o have
been burned, while the lean'.- w;fe was

vainly peeking aid to -In-.. t; the fiam.es.1
Nushka, a hamlet consisting of :i

score of frame buildings and stores,
suffered worst. It had been threatened
for several days, but tin- residents lin-
gered, in the hope th< y miclit ;ave

j their homes. The> waited '¦¦¦. bum,
however, and walls of tiro i ni off

A near-by lake in which found
refuge saved many residents "i" Corh-
rane, on the line of the Temiskaming

land Northern Ontario Kiiilwa>. < > n ly
two streets in the town we re sav-.i.
:ti iiooiks ox im.atfohm or

STATION AT M \Ttlt>0\
Thirty-four bodies are lying on 111«>

platform of tho railroad station at;
Alntheson. Tho station and two houses
are the onl\ buildings still standing.;
Kntnore, a small settlement, was wiped;

I out. |The flames were checked at Titnnions,
after seventeen houses bad been
burned. Only the sawmill w .t do-(
.stroyed at South Porcupine.

All that remains of Iroquois Kails
are the ruins of the great paper mill
and one store.
Refugees without food or clothing

are pouring into the larger towns. A
large number have arrived here, ami;
are being sent to tvobalt ami llailcy-
bury. Kim bhart citi/.ons wanked all
of last nignt caring for ibe homeless
wa ndcrers.

officials of the Teiniskaming ami
Northern Ontario Railway adopted
onergoUc relief mcuaurc3.

DEUTSGHLAND IS READY,
BUT DELAYS DEPARTURE

llijj I'lHlersens Merchantman Re-
mnins at Ms 1*101' in

Rnlt imorc.

MAY START AT ANY MOMENT

Arrangements Made to Take on Pilot,
nt Short Notice.No Orders Given
for Convoy by Revenue Cutter to
Three-Mile Ijimit.

rtAT/riMOni:. MP., July 30..Al¬
though the submarine l>eutschland still
was at her pier here to-night, develop-
mcnts during the last twenty-four
hours indicated the intention of Cap¬
tain Paul Koenig, her commander, to
leave in a short time.

It was learned to-day that when the
United States revenue cutter Apache
anchored a short distance from the
Deutschland's slip late yesterday af¬
ternoon the Apache's commander was
asked by officials who are looking af¬
ter the submarine's interests if he
could convoy the Deutschlaml to the
three-mile liiiiit off the capes. The
officials were referred to the Navy
Department. To-day the Apache's
commander said he had received no
orders to convoy the submarine and
had no official Interest in her. The
tugs Britannia and Chicago came up
to the IVutschland's pier to-day, and
the nrltannia's captain had a confer¬
ence with ofteials on the interned
North German Lloyd steamer Neekar.
Afterward, the tugs proceeded down
the 1'atapsco River.
Karly this morning the tug Thomas

!.*. Timmins, which convoyed tiio sub¬
marine from the capes just three!
weeks ago, got up .steam. Captain
Kach Cnllisou remained on board the
tug .ill night. and it was said arrange-!
lmnts had been made to lake on a
pilot on .short notice. 1

It can be -Mill on good authority that
the engines and submerging machin¬
ery of the l>outschJ.and are In perfect
condition and that the vessel's depar-
tnro is not delayed by att> tro-ible
aboard her.

st \ l>.\ V IS V l)\V OK ItUST
kou I'Aiitoi, oKi"* r.\i»us

NOItl"'t »ld\, VA.. .Inly :i«' Uotii the
t'liited States neutrality squad and the
allied patrol, whi.h liavi lieen lying!
along the three-mile limit outside Capo
Henry, made this a day of rest. With
the North Carolina lying in Hampton
Koads. near President Wilson's yacht.
ihe allied, patrol withdrew to the east- |
ward late last tiic.ht. and was not seen
throughout to-day. The I'nited States
torpedo-boat destroyers remained at
the capes, but did no palroling.
Reports from Washington last night

that the I teutschland's departure was
believed to be imminent failed to send
sightseers to the rapes to-day in the
numbers that went there a week ago
. .n t lie strength of a similar report
t'to nullrnii'il reports of her starting
are being followed up less each day
here, dut, probably, in part, to the
rapidly advancing rentals of tugs and
yachts*. They now aro almost out of
rcacli 01! the average cltizeu.

PROPERTY LOSSES i
NOW ESTIMATED
AT WOO,OOO |

Three Known Dead, Five
Missing and Scores of

Persons Injured.
TOTAL DEATH LIST AWAITS

FULL CHECK OF WORKMEN

Fire. Starting Soon After Great
Crash, Spreads Death and

Desolation in Wake.

NEW YORK TERROR-STRICKEN

Investigation Being Made to Deter¬
mine Whether Disaster Is

Result of Plot.

NEW YORK. July 30..Property loss
estimated at $25,000,000 was caused
early to-day by a series nf terrific ex¬

plosions of ammunition awaiting ship¬
ment. to the entente allies and stored
on Black Tom Island, a small strip of
land jutting into New Vork Bay off
Jersey r'lty. The loss of life still was
problematical to-night. It will not be
determined definitely until a check is
made of the workmen employed on the
island and of boats moored near-by.

Three are known dead, and nt least
five more are missing. Scores of per¬
sons were injured, some of them prob¬
ably mortally.
The detonations, which were felt In

live States, began with the blowing
up of great quantities of dynamite,
trinitrotoluene and other high explo¬
sives. followed by the bursting of thou¬
sands of shrapnel shells, which literal¬
ly showered the surrounding watera
for miles around.

Pi re that started soon after tho ¦

great crash has spread death and deso¬
lation In its wake, destroying thirteen
huge warehouses of the National Stor-
ape Company, in which was stored
merchandise valued at about $12,000,-
000. The flames, shooting into the
clouds, were reflected against New
^ ork's "sky line" of toworing offico
buildings, which only a few momenta
before were shaken to their founda¬
tions as by an earthquake.
STREETS OK MANHATTAN

strewn with glass
Miles of streets in Manhattan wore

strewn with broken glass and shat¬
tered signs.
Early reports of heavy loss of lifo

were Impossible of verification, and
the authorities asserted the number of
deaths probably would be small. It
was said that, owing to the extent of
the wreckage, it might be several daysbefore the exact figures could bo ob¬
tained.
Tho cause of tho disaster had not

been determined to-night. Officials of
tho. National Storago Company and the
Lehigh Valley Railway, which also suf¬
fered heavily through loss of property,declared, however, that reports to them
showed a fire started shortly after 1
o'clock this morning on a barge be¬
longing to an independent towing com¬
pany that had been moored alongside
a dock used by the railroad company
to transfer ammunition shipments from
trains to vessels In the harbor.
The barge, it was said, was there

without authority either of the rail¬
road or the storage company. The of-
tii'i.ils refused to disclose the nanio
of the independent towing company,
saying they were investigating "to
ascertain whether the barge purposely
had been set on fire as the result of
a plot."
WA It itA .NTS FOR A It REST

CIlARtit: .MANSLAUGHTER
H arrants charging manslaughter

were issued late to-night for the ar-
rest of Albert M. Dick man, agent nt
the lilack Tom island docks for the
1.ehigh \ alley Railroad Company;
Theodore 15. Johnson, head of tho John¬
son Lighterage and Towing Company,
and Alexander Davidson, superinten¬
dent. of tho National Storage Company.
They are accused of having illegally
permitted explosives to be stored where
human life was endangered.
Johnson's company had been engag¬

ed. it was said, in lightering munitions
from tho docks to ships in tho hai>
bnr.
STATEMENT ISSUED

"V LEIIKiH RAILROAD
A statement issued to-night by the

I'Chigh Railroad Company, after a con¬
ference between heads of all depart¬
ments here, said:

I hirteen brick storage warehouses
operated l>y tins National Storage Com¬
pany and £1 x piers owned by the stor¬
age company and leased by the Le-
high Valley Railway were destroyed.

"Several others of the brick ware¬
houses were badly damaged, and some
minor damage was done to the Lehigh
Valley grain elevators. In addition,
as far as is known, eighty-five loaded
cars were, destroyed.
"According to the evidence obtained

by officials of the railroad company tho
tiro started at 1:05 this morning In :»
harge belonging to an independent
concern. M T. Henley, nlRht general
ya! dmuster, for the Now York division
>1" the Lehigh Valley Railroad, was oil
the pier when the tiro started. Ho »al«l
the explosion, which occurred at 2:08,
was on the barge whero the flro started.
"Mr. Henley's Drat thought wm t4


